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EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

Improve-
ment during
Raoul's
reign

Hugh the
Great of
Neustria
and king
Louis IV

Lorraine returned to its German allegiance in 925 ; Raoul had
no better claim to it than Henry I, and he was helpless against
German arms.

But in the second half of his reign affairs took a different
turn. After the death of Charles the Simple, Herbert of
Vermandois could no longer pretend to be upholding the
legitimate ruler, and Raoul was able to defeat him with the
valuable assistance of his other brother-in-law, marquis Hugh
of Neustria, Moreover, in a chance encounter with the
Normans on the Loire in 930 he won so striking a success that
the raids in this quarter seem to have come to an end. In
Normandy, when Rollo died in 933, his son William Long-
sword did homage to Raoul, and was rewarded with the dis-
tricts of Avranchcs and Coutances, the final stage in the
formation of Normandy; it now began to settle down and
to become an integral part of the French kingdom. Raoul
was also successful in defeating a Hungarian raid into Bur-
gundy in 933. He even received recognition from the south-
ern nobles. So, when he died in 936 he had done much to
restore the prestige of the monarchy. Unfortunately he left
no son to continue his work. His brother Hugh succeeded
him as duke of Burgundy, but it was once again the marquis
of Neustria who was master of the destinies of the kingdom.

This powerful noble, known as Hugh the Great, had
succeeded to all liis father's possessions and received in
addition the title of " Duke of the Franks," an honorific
designation rather than an office, and one that ranked him
as the second person in the realm. The crown was in his
grasp if he cared to take it. But the sentiment for a Carol-
ingian ruler was still strong, especially among the clergy, and
Hugh was satisfied to be second in rank to a king of whom
he would be in fact the master. He took a leading part in
the election of the son of Charles the Simple, Louis IV,
known as " d'Outremer," since he had taken refuge with his
mother " over the sea " in England when Charles was made
a prisoner. Hugh treated the new king as the instrument of
his own ambition, took him to Burgundy and there used
royal authority to establish his own suzerainty over the
duchy, a suzerainty which he converted shortly before his
death into actual possession. But Louis was not content
to remain passive. With hardly anything he could call his